Ergocryptine and pregnancy maintenance in hamsters.
Ergocryptine (ECR) terminated pregnancy in hamsters when administered on Day 5; when ECR was given on Day 6 the response was diminished, and pregnancy continued after ECR treatment on Day 7. The abortifacient action of ECR in Day 5 pregnant hamsters was overcome by exogenous prolactin but not FSH and LH. When sera collected from hamsters on different days of gestation were examined for their ability to neutralize the effect of ECR in Day 5 pregnant hamsters, a peak of luteotrophic activity was observed in sera collected on Days 10 and 11. The results of these studies suggest that in hamsters the role of hypophyseal prolactin in luteal support is diminished by Day 7 of pregnancy, and the appearance of luteotrophic activity in sera collected on Days 10 and 11 may be indicative of a placental luteotrophin.